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The opportunity for BME communities
 
A body of international evidence shows that FPTP produces governments with a stronger
right-wing bias, whereas PR produces no bias towards left or right-leaning governments. 
There is growing evidence from organisations such as Operation Black Vote that BME
communities already have a pivotal role in deciding outcomes in general elections in the UK. 
 
Under PR, could BME people have more impact and voice? We believe the time is right for a
fresh focus on the benefits of PR for BME communities.

Join the movement today www.makevotesmatter.org.uk. 
Contact team@makevotesmatter.org.uk to join our dedicated working group

Make Votes Matter is the national campaign for Proportional
Representation

 
We need a parliament that fairly represents our diverse communities. But our First Past the Post
(FPTP) voting system means MPs don’t reflect the votes cast and millions of votes don’t count. 
 
Proportional Representation (PR) would mean that all votes matter equally and seats match
votes, with Parliament reflecting the full diversity of the voters.

The links between PR, economic equality & social welfare
 
There’s strong evidence showing countries with PR have a much lower gap between rich and
poor than countries with FPTP. When votes are given equal value this tends to result in higher
levels of economic equality. 
 
PR also promotes greater spending on social security and welfare programmes, which can be
especially important to disadvantaged Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) communities.
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Political parties and BME candidate representation 
 
The FPTP system encourages parties to choose candidates who will be regarded as a “safe
pair of hands”, especially in marginal seats; this is often to the detriment of BME candidates 
 
 
As an example, the outcomes of the
2019 European Parliament elections
(under PR) and 2017 general election
(FPTP) are contrasted here in terms of
BME representation. 
 
Support for PR comes from right across
the political spectrum. All opposition
parties, apart from Labour, support a
change to PR.

BME communities and Make Votes Matter
 
We have set up a working group dedicated to making votes matter among BME
communities. We are keen to work with individuals and organisations that promote
diversity.
 

If you are interested in getting involved, email team@makevotesmatter.org.uk


